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April 28, 2024 at 10 AM 
Pastor: Rev. Gretchen Deeg | Liturgist: Carly Retterath 

Music: Joann Otterness | Video: David Augustadt 
*Rise in body or in spirit. 

 

*NO MATTER                        Sing! 35  
 No matter who, no matter what 
 No matter where you are on the journey of life; 
 You’re welcome, welcome in this place. 
 Accepted and welcomed by God’s grace. 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP1 
All: We need not look far to find God. 
 
*PRAYER OF INVOCATION 

 
*HYMN Love Divine, All Loves Excelling     NCH 43 vv. 1-3 

 
TIME WITH CHILDREN & QUILT BLESSING 
After the offering, children are invited to attend Sunday School or remain in worship. 

Great Creator, we ask for your blessing on these quilts sewn 
together with loving hands. May each fiber be filled with our 
prayers. May those who offer them and those who benefit 
from them know Your presence and the love of this 
community of faith. Amen. 
 
OFFERING 

*DOXOLOGY 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, our heavenly host; 
Creator, Savior, Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Creator of All Things, you are our hope and the source of 
wisdom. Forgive us when we have failed to love one another 
fully. Forgive us for ignoring your ways and the needs of 
others. Forgive us for seeking praise from others, yet failing to 
encourage them in their endeavors. Root our lives more 
deeply in your love for you are the vine and we are branches. 
Amen. 
 

*GLORIA             
Glory be to the Creator, and to the Christ, and to the Holy Ghost:         
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

        World without end.  Amen.  Amen 
 

SCRIPTURE                    Acts 8:26-40 
 

CHOIR ANTHEM             Down by the Riverside 
 

SCRIPTURE                             1 John 4:7-21 
 

SERMON 
 

HYMN Breathe On Me           Sing! 25 vv. 1-2 
 

RENOUNCING FEAR2 
One: As we embrace love, let us renounce the fears that grip us. 
All: Phantasm of fear, I renounce you! 

I refuse to call you “spirit” for you are not of God. 
One: You work to oppose the creative forces of the Lord in life 

and resurrection. Your efforts will not last. And you know 
this. 

All: Delusion of fear, I renounce you! 
One: You may talk loudly, boastfully. You may bring your 

buddies, death and destruction, as backup to your threats. 
You know your days are numbered. There is no fear in the 
life to come. 

All: Specter of fear, I renounce you! 
One: Your work of dividing, fomenting, pain-causing…We will 

overcome. With God on our side, You cannot stand. 
Perfect Love, the kind that comes from Christ, casts out 
fear. 

about:blank


All: Revenant of fear, I renounce you! 
Shrivel and die, you impotent thing! 
You may plant, but you will not reap. 
You may build, but you will not inhabit. 
You may fish, but you will not catch. 
There is no home for you, no toe hold, no place of 
belonging. 
You are banished to wither and die… fertilizing the soil 
of hope and joy. 

 

*HYMN Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us with Your Love       NCH 498 
 

*CARRY GOD’S LOVE 
 
 

1 Adapted. www.psucc.org. MLK Resources.   2 Adapted. Lutheran Julia. RevGalBlogPals. 
Permission to stream the music in this service obtained from 

ONE LICENSE, License #732302-A. 

 

Thank You for Worshiping with Us!  
Your offerings are essential for the ongoing 
ministry of this congregation. Donations can be 
made using this QR code, online at 
www.uccbismarck.org/donate, mailed to the 
church, or placed in the offering box. 

 

Sponsored a Sunday 
Help us fill the 2024 sponsorship calendar. If you would like to 
sponsor a future Sunday, contact the church office at 223-2915 or 
visit uccbismarck.org/donate. Sponsorships are $500. 
 

Global Perspectives Bible Study – Apr. 29 to May 20 
Explore the Bible alongside theological perspectives from across the 
globe. This Bible study will be held on Mondays at 6 PM in the 
church library and on Zoom. 
 

Keep Bismarck Beautiful – May 4, 9am-Noon 
Sign up to volunteer with Bismarck Interfaith at 
http://tinyurl.com/445crmur. Bring gloves, wear long pants and 
comfortable shoes. Garbage bags, safety vests and donuts for the 
first 100 participants will be provided. Meet at Peace Park, 400 E 
Front Ave. (Bismarck Parks and Recreation District Office). 
 

Attention Graduates! 
We’d like to recognize our graduates on May 12. If you are 
graduating this year, please contact the church office. 
 

Game Night – May 2 at 7pm 
Last chance before summer! Grab your favorite board game and 
join in for an evening of fun. If you are interested in hosting game 
nights in the fall, contact the church office. 
 

Church Picture Day – May 5  
We’re updating the church directory! Sign up in the 
fellowship hall or online to capture your portraits: 
https://calendar.app.google/cr4xcAQ3WHma4p5b7 
 

OUR PRAYER LIST 
Family of Pat Unkenholz (Jeanne Kolberg’s mother), Family of Bonnie 
Elizabeth (daughter of Brody & Taylar, Jeff & Wanda Benson's nephew), 
Judi Allen, Jasten Bearstail (Cherly Dank’s family friend), Matthew 
Nitschke and family, Preston Danks (Cheryl Danks' nephew), Robyn 
Richter (Kyle Eisenbraun's aunt), Amy Thomson (Jane Thomson’s 
daughter-in-law), Herb Ritz, Beryl Dinkins (Kyle Eisenbraun’s grandma), 
Maggie Demaree, Doretta Reule, Macyeo Franks (Jane Thomson's 
grandson), Bella & Kayla Bruning, Michael Bruning, Perry Weekes, 
Howard Etson, Camille Grothier, East Timor, Refugees 

*Contact the church office to be added to our weekly prayer list. 

THIS WEEK’S OPPORTUNITIES: April 28 – May 5 
 

Sunday: 11 AM Fellowship 

12 Noon Online Fellowship 

Monday: 6 PM Bible Study (in-person & online) 

Tuesday: 1 PM Quilting/Knitting 

  5:45 PM Council (in-person & online) 

Wednesday: 2 PM Haycreek Lodge Ministries 

6 PM Youth Group/Confirmation (Bismarck UCC) 

7 PM Choir Practice 

Thursday: 7 PM Game Night 

Friday:   8:30 AM Bible Study (in-person & online) 

Saturday: 9 AM Volunteer with Bismarck Interfaith 

Sunday:  10 AM Youth-Led Worship (in-person & online) 

11 AM Fellowship & Church Pictures 

12 Noon Online Fellowship 

http://www.psucc.org/
http://www.uccbismarck.org/donate
about:blank
http://tinyurl.com/445crmur
https://calendar.app.google/cr4xcAQ3WHma4p5b7
about:blank
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/87033724293?pwd=Mk1IQkRUUWxmU2xVTFZzVUZnTVFVQT09
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/87421819064?pwd=iirK2CrygCPMBxpMQrY0wrgLbrTMLr.1
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Through the Strengthen the Church Offering, people across 

the United Church of Christ support the formation of  

new congregations and the renewal of existing ones, fund 

new programs for youth and young adults and sponsor leadership  

development for the whole church. 

Faith Church UCC in New Braunfels, TX, received a CASA New and  

Renewing Church Grant made possible by the Strengthen the Church Of-

fering. The congregation felt called to reach out and support the LGBTQIA 

Community in their region. They began by hosting the area’s first Interfaith 

Pride Worship Service and later hosted a Drag for a Cause fundraiser for 

local youth living in an emergency shelter. The public witness of Faith 

Church UCC rallied the local progressive community. 

Before the grant, Faith Church took a “quiet” approach to their community. 

They did good work, like starting a food pantry, but avoided public stances 

On  Holy  Ground
Pride in Texas



on controversial issues. The grant encouraged the congregation to think 

beyond their church walls. The congregation began by “coming out”  

about its values, welcoming people into its congregation and going  

beyond its wall to share its inclusive faith.  

The church faces backlash for its courageous stances. “We received over 

1800 negative messages, including threats, when we held Drag for  

a Cause,” Rev. Dr. Carla Cheatham noted. The threats were scary. “But 

supporters also showed up and outnumbered the hate without returning 

any evil or malice in their direction. It was a peaceful, loving, powerful 

event!” 

Faith Church UCC became the hub of progressive people in New Braun-

fels. “We had 13 people join the church the month following the event, 

and every week, we still hear from members of the progressive,  

marginalized, and disenfranchised people impacted by our taking a 

stand.”  

 

On  Holy  Ground

The Strengthen the Church Offering,  

 helps congregations like Faith Church UCC  

with renewal initiatives. Together, through this offering,  

we help congregations live into our call to be a  

multicultural/multi-racial, accessible to all  

Christian movement.








