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From Baptism to Confirmation
by Rev. Gretchen Deeg, Pastor

On May 22 we will be witnessing the confirmation of Eden and Shaylee in
Sunday’s worship. This rite looks different than it did in the early church,
but it still stands as a witness to individuals stepping into a deeper
commitment in their faith. In the early church, after three years of
intensive study, individuals would gather at the Easter Vigil to be
privately baptized (for they were naked), publicly confirmed before the
entire gathered Christian community, and join for the first time in the
sacrament of communion with their new Christian family. Overtime as
persecution began to lessen, baptism and confirmation began to be
separated so that people could enter into the Christian community
before making a lifelong commitment to the Christian faith.
For the past two years our youth have been diligently preparing for their
Confirmation! 2020-2021 they spent a year learning spiritual practices
and seeking ways to integrate those practices into their everyday lives.
They walked the prayer labyrinth at University of Mary and learned how
to turn curbs, parking lot lines, and even blankets into their own prayer
labyrinths accessible in any time and place. They practiced spiritual
disciplines with words, silence, art, and movement to the point that they
are able to creatively fit both the form and content of their prayers to the
situation or need. They have learned to create space in their very busy
lives to listen for God and they continue to grow in their skills of sharing
their own experiences and leading others in faith practices and
reflections.
In year two, 2021-2022, Bible trivia games became a staple as our
Confirmands explored the structure of the Bible in more depth and put
their faith beliefs into writing and speech. They continued the journey of
naming and integrating their theology of God into their everyday lives,
exploring where God is present from birth to death. Our youth have
grown a great deal over the past two years and I look forward to the ways
they will share their wisdom with this congregation and the world. I hope
you will join in witnessing the affirmation of their baptisms on May 22.

May 22, 2022 @ 10 AM
Join us in celebrating with our
confirmands and their families.

Join your UCC family for great
family fun outings this summer!
Save the Dates:
June 11 – NPC Summer Party
July 14 – Campfire & Gathering
August 11 – Pool Party
See more details on page 4

Tips for Aging Well ~ Page 4

Worship with us every Sunday at 10 AM in-person or at uccbismarck.org/worship
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Vision Statement
Adopted January 2016

The Bismarck-Mandan UCC
is a thriving church transforming our
lives and community:
•
•
•

•

•

•

Where all are unconditionally welcomed,
affirmed, accepted and loved;
Where the good in every person is recognized
and their talents are encouraged to be shared;
Where children, youth, and adults learn that
God is love and all are welcome to freely
explore spirituality in a safe and nurturing
environment;
Where we can bring our personal needs and
struggles and count on support from our
church family – which is the loving family we all
deserve;
Where powerful messages inspire and
challenge us to be caring and compassionate to
all – in our church, community, and world,
seeking opportunities to put our faith into
action with courage to go beyond what we
think we can do;
Where we embrace the still-speaking God and
live in today’s world.

Greetings UCC Bismarck,

LIVING OUR VISION HIGHLIGHT
“Where powerful messages inspire and challenge us to be
caring and compassionate to all – in our church, community,
and world, seeking opportunities to put our faith into action
with courage to go beyond what we think we can do.”
The Easter message inspires us hold onto the Alleluias through
every season of life! This past Holy Week, the kids held onto
the “Alleluias!” from Palm Sunday and reminded us that God’s
joy is just around the corner even when we can’t see it.
Image of UCC youth’s hands with “Alleluia!” written across the palms.

Council Corner
by Carly Retterath, Moderator

As I write this update, I am looking out my window at a pretty impressive spring snowstorm and I am
wondering how long it will take us to shovel out. However, I will not complain as the moisture is so needed in
our state and is such a blessing. I am grateful that as a church family we were able to have a wonderful Palm
Sunday worship and pancake breakfast on April 10th. Thank you to all who made that happen! Events like that
remind me of what a fantastic church family we have.
A quick update on what the church council is working on. The council had a special meeting this past month to
discuss the possibility of allowing an afterschool program to use church space for their programing after school
and during the summer. After much discussion the council approved having trustees move forward with
working out the details with the program. We are excited to have our church space utilized more fully and to
bring new people into our building and hopefully into our church family.
On May 1st the church council will be having a retreat to explore the Bismarck UCC’s vision and values and how
we are living those out as a congregation. The goal is to identify some priorities to focus on as a congregation in
the coming months. I am excited to take this time to reflect and make plans for future projects.
I pray that you all had a blessed Easter season even with the crazy weather throwing a curveball for many
people’s plans. As we move beyond the Easter season and into summer do not forget, “Blessed are those who
have not seen and have yet believed,” John 20:29.
Blessings!
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From What Is to What If

Bismarck UCC benefitted from a BTS Center grant to reimagine how we used our parking lot, remove the
dead shrubs, replant with more drought resistant plants (to be done this spring), and celebrate God’s
creation. Our project was highlighted in the BTS Center’s Annual publication!
Check out the book “From What Is To What If” by Rob Hopkins.

Sponsor A Sunday

FINANCIAL STATUS

January 1 to April 30, 2022

May 8, 2022 – Happy Mother’s Day

Revenue
General Offerings
Actual =

$ 43,172

Other Income (Dedicated, Earned)
Actual =
$ 2,069

Expenses
Actual =

$ 42,331

Total Revenue =
Total Expenses =
NET ACTIVITY =

$ 45,240
$ 42,331
$ 2,910

SUPPORT OF OUR
MISSION PARTNERS IN 2021
East Timor Education Fund
Charles Hall Youth Services
Our Church’s Wider Mission
One Great Hour of Sharing
Strengthen the Church
Neighbors in Need
World Vision
The Christmas Fund
Total Shared Ministry

$ 190
$
$ 719
$ 729
$
0
$
0
$ 160
$
$ 1,798

Mother’s Day is a celebration to honor all mothers.
We celebrate and honor not only those who gave
birth, but also those who care for others with a
mother’s heart. As Hallmark says, “Some women are
mothers because they stepped in and stepped up
exactly when they were needed.” Pat was orphaned
as a small child. It was her family who stepped in and
stepped up to raise her. She is especially thankful for
all who acted as mothers in her life.
Sponsored by Pat & Marcia Lerberg
Sponsor A Sunday dates are available throughout May & June to celebrate
and honor those special people and moments in your life. Sponsorships are
$500, and you may visit www.uccbismarck.org/donate to set up your
sponsorship, or call the office at 223-2915.

Thank You to all who
helped with our
church’s contribution of
$729 to the OGHS Fund!
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Tips for Aging Well
If you want to share your “Tips for Aging”, we would love to hear
from you! Please write 1 – 3 paragraphs for the newsletter, and
email to Donna at office@uccbismarck.org. Please include your
name and if you wish, your age!
First of all, I start out with an advantage for longevity, as my
parents both lived until their mid-90’s, and I have enjoyed good
health, so I have been fortunate. I worked full-time out of the
home until I was 72, which I think contributed to keeping my
mind active. Also, I tend to be hyperactive, which keeps me on
my feet most of the time, and I rarely sit down or watch TV, so I
tend to be pretty active all day long. I do enjoy planned
exercise, which includes walking and yoga. The frequency of
both was limited during the pandemic, and I had a knee
replacement a little over a year ago,
but I am beginning to get back to my
exercise routine. I can’t count diet as
a tip for aging because I have always
eaten just about anything I wanted,
and it seems to work just fine for me.
Another thing I think has helped me
age gracefully is that we had our
children later than most, so many of
my friends are at least 10 years younger than I am whose
children are of similar age, and I always am eager to cultivate
friendships with younger people who I believe give me extra
energy.
Jane Thomson, age 82

Summer Fun Dates to Save!
Saturday, June 11 – NPC Summer Party
Sertoma Park Shelter 11 at 11 AM. Potluck with other
UCC churches around the Northern Plains Conference.
Thursday, July 14 – Party at the Patrie’s
Join us at Bill and Marcia Patrie’s home at 5 PM for a
campfire and evening of family fun. Bring a chair &
beverages.
Thursday, August 11 – Pool Party
Join your UCC family at Evan & Tove Mandigo’s home
for a fun evening of swimming, relaxing, and fellowship
at 5:30 PM. Bring sides to share!
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Ministry &
Fellowship Groups
Threads of Love: Crafting Guild
Do you enjoy visiting with others while
crafting, quilting or knitting? If so, come and
join this lively group on Tuesdays at 2 PM in
the Fellowship Hall. Experienced and nonexperienced alike are all welcome. If you are
interested in a new hobby, this is a great
place to learn with a fun group to show you
the ropes!

Mayflower Circle
This women’s fellowship group is for any
age. Mayflower Circle leads various
ministries throughout the year including
funeral luncheons, annual rummage sale
(we’re not holding a rummage sale this
spring), numerous fundraisers, and others.
The next meeting will be a social hour only
on Thursday, May 12 at Noon in-person and
online. Contact Jane Thomson or Dawn
Archer to join or with any questions.

Hay Creek Lodge Ministries
This team preaches and leads worship
services at Hay Creek Lodge (formerly
Primrose) on College Dr on various
Wednesdays throughout the year. If you
have a passion for serving those in care
centers, please contact Darcy Avery to get
involved. The next service at Hay Creek
Lodge will be on Wed., May 4 at 2 PM.

UCC Choir
The choir meets on Wednesdays at 7 PM for
rehearsals. If you enjoy music and would like
to share your singing talents, please contact
Craig DeVos at 701-226-3860. The choir will
meet through May before taking a summer
break.
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Christian Education
Vacation Bible School
June 6 – 8 from 5:30pm to 7pm
Participants will learn about the health and wellness for us and for our neighbors. This
is a chance for children and adults to consider what health means and how God invites
us to share in the building of a just world where all can enjoy the gives of God’s
creation. This year’s joint VBS will be held at Lutheran Church of the Cross.

Visit https://form.jotform.com/lccdod/2022vbsregistration to Sign Up Today!

Join us on Sunday, May 22 at 10 AM as
we celebrate our confirmands’
commitment to choose this faith for
their own and continue on this faith
journey throughout their lives:
Shaylee Weil - Daughter of Sheena &
Justin Weil
Eden Kraft - Daughter of Kerri &
Nathan Kraft

Join a Bible Study in May
Friday Bible Study – 8:30 AM
In-person & Online
Wednesday Bible Study – 6:30 PM
Online only
Wednesday Reading Schedule
•
•
•
•

May 4 – Hebrews & James
May 11 – 1 Peter & 2 Peter
May 18 – 1 John, 2 John & 3 John
May 25 – Jude & Revelation
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Join UCC at
2022 Capital Pride!

June 18, 2022
Come as a booth
volunteer or just to
support our local
LGBTQ+ community.
A sign-up sheet will be
placed under the
bulletin board, and we
would love to have your
help that day!

Join the Conversation!

Rescheduled
Spring Clean-up

Northern Plains Conference Zoom Meetings will be
held in May with our Transitional Conference Minister
Deborah Blood on Tuesday May 31, 2022

Sat., May 7th @ 9 AM

NPC Active Clergy Gathering at 10 AM
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88517816700
NPC All-Member Gathering at 2 PM
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84652816017
Please check the online church calendar for any
changes in times or dates for these meetings.

Join us as we remove the
dust of winter, and
brighten up our building for
spring. This summer our
building will receive new paint, and there is much to be done
to prepare the outside. Bring your gloves, tree trimmers and
favorite cleaning products as we usher in the spring and
summer seasons. Lunch will be provided!
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2023 UCC Desk
Calendar
$20.00
To place your order, please
contact Donna at the
church office at
223-2915, or email to
office@uccbismarck.org

You are invited to join Pastor Gretchen in taking part in this year’s festival. Anyone
interested in hearing from preachers across the country are invited to register.
Licensed lay leaders and occasional preachers are especially encouraged to join.
Visit https://festivalofhomiletics.com/ to register to join online for free!
Happy Birthday to our beloved members and friends!
May God’s gift of life be a blessing to you and may your life be a blessing to others all year long.
06 – Joyce Rosene
23 – Marcia Lerberg
07 – Caleb Kruger
24 - Mazey Akovenko
13 – Brooklyn Berger
25 – Melissa Domagala
14 – Tove Mandigo
25 – Skylar Benson
19 – Linnea Volk
26 – Matthew Archer
20 – Case Akovenko
26 – David Augustadt
21 – Paul Prince
28 – Gayla Sherman
21 – Zayden Bartosh
30 – Luke McCowan
22 – Richella Lutz
31 – Loren Knoll
If we are missing your birthday and you would23
like
to beLerberg
on our birthday list, please contact the church office at 701-223– Pat
2915.
*Please contact the church office or sign up in the narthex if you would like your birthday listed in the newsletter.

BISMARCK UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
“A Global Ministry Church”
www.uccbismarck.org

Sunday
1

10am Worship &
Communion
10:20am Sunday School
11am Fellowship
12pm Online Fellowship
2pm Council
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Monday
2

3

9

10am Worship
&Sunday School
11am Fellowship
12pm Online Fellowship

15

Tuesday

16

4

2pm Quilting/Knitting

2pm Hay Creek Ministries
4pm Caffeine & X-ianity
6:30pm Bible Study
7pm Choir Practice
8pm NA Meeting

10

11

2pm Quilting/Knitting

10am Worship
&Sunday School
11am Fellowship
12pm Online Fellowship

Wednesday

Thursday
5

12

6:30pm Deacons

4pm Caffeine & X-ianity
6:30pm Bible Study
7pm Choir Practice
8pm NA Meeting

12pm Mayflower
Circle Social Hour

17

18

19

2pm Quilting/Knitting

Friday

Saturday

6

7

8:30am Bible Study

9am UCC Spring
Clean Up

13

14

8:30am Bible Study

6pm Stewardship

20

21

8:30am Bible Study

4pm Caffeine & X-ianity
6:30pm Bible Study
7pm Choir Practice
8pm NA Meeting

Online Faith Opportunity: Festival of Homiletics (preaching) - see newsletter for details
22
Confirmation Sunday

23

24
2pm Quilting/Knitting

10am Worship
&Sunday School
11am Fellowship
12pm Online Fellowship

29
10am Worship & Baptism
11am Fellowship
12pm Online Fellowship

30

Church Closed

25
4pm Caffeine & X-ianity
6:30pm Bible Study
8pm NA Meeting

26

27
8:30am Bible Study

31

2pm Quilting/Knitting
6:30pm NPC Zoom
Gathering

Pastor Gretchen on Vacation (contact Camille Grothier with pastoral emergencies at 425-4256)

28

