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From Advent to Christmas
by Rev. Gretchen Deeg, Senior Pastor

I write this year’s Advent letter with mixed emotions. I want to give you a letter
so full of laughter and delight that it temporarily drives away any pains of this
year. But I can’t honestly offer you such a fleeting gift. Instead, I offer you just
truth and, hopefully, that will burn brighter than any other gift.
This has been a year full of continued loss and grief. Our list of names on All Soul’s
Day was the longest it has ever been and I know you did not give me the names
of all those you grieved. I have heard exhaustion in your voices at various times
throughout the year. Our youth have repeatedly prayed with trepidation in their
voices for the health and safety of their families and friends. Our end-of-the-year
financial projections predict that we will end the year in a deficit. 2021 has been
hard.
Yet, I have heard more heartfelt gratitude this year than in any other year. The
type of gratitude that originates in the depths of one’s soul and is poured out as
a gift of love upon another, even when it feels like there is nothing left to pour.
The type of gratitude that stands as unshakable evidence that you have stood
alongside and loved one another. Maybe I’m just paying more attention or
maybe Advent has been rooting deeper into your lives all year long.
You see, that first Christmas day did not come to a beautiful world. No, the infant
Christ was born into such a broken, torn apart world that Jesus became a refugee
within the first couple years of his life. Advent begins in the facing of the darkness
around us. It begins by acknowledging the places of hurt and struggle. But it
doesn’t stop there.
Advent navigates us through the darkness into the places of each candle we light
– peace, hope, joy, and love. It then roots us deeper into these things. And we see
it grow… every Tuesday with the sounds of laughter and genuine care as Threads
of Love meets in the fellowship hall; every Wednesday with the music of our
choir, the rise of voices of support in Narcotics Anonymous, and the sound of
reflections in Bible Study and Youth Group; many Tuesday and Thursday
evenings as committees bring creative energy and excitement into plans to
deepen our connections with one another and serve the community; each Friday
with more Bible Study and companionship; every Sunday as the community
gathers through a variety of means. And mixed within and between all of it is so
much beautiful love. It is that light which pulls us through Advent and into the
Christmas season. For unto you, Christ is born.

Sunday, December 12, 2021
10:00 AM

Christmas Eve Service
December 24, 2021
5:30 PM

You Are Appreciated!
Thank You for your pledges and
continued support of our missions.
If you have not yet returned your
card, you may return at any time.

Worship with us every Sunday at 10 AM in-person or online. Masks required indoors.
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Vision Statement
Adopted January 2016

The Bismarck-Mandan UCC
is a thriving church transforming our
lives and community:
•

Where all are unconditionally welcomed,
affirmed, accepted and loved;
Where the good in every person is recognized
and their talents are encouraged to be shared;
Where children, youth, and adults learn that
God is love and all are welcome to freely
explore spirituality in a safe and nurturing
environment;
Where we can bring our personal needs and
struggles and count on support from our
church family – which is the loving family we all
deserve;
Where powerful messages inspire and
challenge us to be caring and compassionate to
all – in our church, community, and world,
seeking opportunities to put our faith into
action with courage to go beyond what we
think we can do;
Where we embrace the still-speaking God and
live in today’s world.

•
•

•

•

•

Council Corner

LIVING OUR VISION HIGHLIGHT
“Where we can bring our personal needs and struggles and
count on support from our church family – which is the loving
family we all deserve.”
On November 14, Bismarck UCC celebrated its 67th birthday!
It was a joy to gather with our church family near and far and
rededicate ourselves to this community of faith and the faith
home that we all create together. Thank you to all of you for
your continued dedication, prayers, and love. Happy Birthday!

by Mike Stein, Moderator

As a people of faith, we are called to be “good stewards” of the assets with which we have been entrusted. Good
stewardship calls for financial planning and estate planning to ensure the financial security of our families and loved
ones. We must also consider how we will provide for the church or ministry that we love and serve to secure its
foundation and vitality for future generations. One way you can achieve these goals is through a Planned Gift. What is
a Planned Gift?
Planned gifts are planned for during the donor’s lifetime but not realized by the beneficiary until the donor’s death.
A planned gift is an expression of you and your family’s values and commitment to Christian stewardship. A planned
gift is an expression of you and your family’s values. It’s a way of saying that after your family and loved ones, these are
the causes that matter most and providing for them is important to you.
Planned gifts are a wonderful way to create a meaningful legacy for you and your family. A planned gift does not
require great wealth. It is a win for you and a win for the church or ministry.
There are several ways to structure your planned gift depending on your objectives. Some options include:
•
•
•
•

A bequest in your Will (No minimum)
A Charitable Gift Annuity (gift of $10,000+)
Structuring a Charitable Remainder Trust (gift of $50,000+)
Outright gifts of life insurance, an IRA, real estate or appreciated assets (No minimum)

The most important aspects in structuring a Planned Gift is the opportunity to identify the cause and mission that
matters most to you and the appropriate accumulated asset to use to fund your gift. United Church Funds can help you
determine which gift best meets your personal, spiritual and financial objectives.
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Welcome New Members

by Darcy Avery

Primrose Ministries is alive and
well! Our team will continue to
provide services in 2022 for the
Primrose residents on the first and
fifth Wednesdays of each
month. Nicole Schlinger is the new
Primrose recreational director. We
look forward to working with
her. Thank you, Frank Picard, for
joining our team. December 12th,
our team will meet to plan for the
new year. Our goal is to join in the
vision of being a church ministry
that "transforms our lives and
community" through the love of
God.

FINANCIAL STATUS

January 1 to November 31, 2021

Revenue
General Offerings
Actual =

$ 119,702

Other Income (Dedicated, Earned)
Actual =
$ 6,918

Expenses
Actual =

$ 122,958

Total Revenue =
Total Expenses =
NET ACTIVITY =

$ 126,620
$ 122,958
$ 3,662

SUPPORT OF OUR
MISSION PARTNERS IN 2021
East Timor Education Fund
Charles Hall Youth Services
Our Church’s Wider Mission
One Great Hour of Sharing
Strengthen the Church
Neighbors in Need
The Christmas Fund
Total Shared Ministry

$ 850
$ 100
$ 2,337
$ 1,118
$ 706
$ 635
$
0
$ 5,746

Mary Beth & Mike Rush
We relocated here from Pennsylvania where
we were both raised. We have two adult
children, a daughter Amanda in Oregon, and
son Cameron and his husband Bob in
Boston. We enjoy hiking and exploring small
town North Dakota, and visiting ND state
parks. Mary Beth enjoys cooking and baking,
crafting, and misses the ocean! Mike rides
motorcycle, does sudoku, and collects rocks and minerals.

Rev. Deborah Blood
Rev. Deborah Blood comes to us as our Transitional Conference Minister for the Northern
Plains Conference. She was most recently
Conference Minister for the Maine Conference,
and before those 10 years as the Pastor of First
Congregational Church in Bloomfield, CT.
Deborah also had a brief career as a choral
music teacher, and was a practicing attorney
for 15 years. She has enjoyed living in small
towns for much of her life, and was raised in the Episcopal church, in the
same town as her father grew up. She enjoys the sense of community and
care that small towns can foster. She found the UCC when looking to
return to church after 20 years away, and has not looked back!
In her spare time, Deborah loves the outdoors, singing, music, sailing,
a good book discussion, travel and learning about new people, places and
cultures. She is loving North Dakota and has settled in Fargo to live for
now. Her family is mostly in New England, and she is a doting aunt to
Gabbie (Madison, WI) and Daniel (Salt Lake City, UT). The family seems to
be moving West!
Deborah looks forward to getting to know our congregation and
participating as much as possible.

Share Your Talents
Do you love to sing? Do you play an instrument? We are looking for
individuals who would like to share their musical
gifts with the congregation on Sundays. If you
would love to sing a solo, or maybe a duet;
we will provide the instrument back up for
you. If you love to play an instrument, and
would like to share that love with our congregation
we would love to have you do an instrumental.
Contact the church office with interest!
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Ministry & Fellowship
Groups

December 5, 2020 – In Memory of Lisa Clark Hoffman
Lisa lost her battle with end-stage
cancer on September 29. A standout basketball player in high school
and college, she discovered another
competitive sport that she grew to
love – the sport of reining Paint and
Quarter Horses – a passion that she
passed on to her 16-year-old daughter,
Haley. Always a champion on and off the basketball court, in and out of
the horse arena and most importantly, in her life of 56 years. Rest in
peace, Lisa. We love you and we miss you!
Sponsored by The Clark Sisters, Pamela, Sandy, and Karla.

December 19
In Memory of Lorri Giddings
In memory of Lorri Giddings (1957-2021) who
said every day of the year was a day to prepare
for the birth of Christ. Lorri enjoyed all
Christmas music, but the traditional church
songs were her favorite. She looked forward to
spending time with family and friends
celebrating this joyous occasion. She had about
15 different nativity sets proudly displayed each December. Merry
Christmas to all. Sponsored by Spencer Giddings.

A women’s fellowship group for any
age. This month, Threads of Love
invites Mayflower Circle to join them
on Tuesday, Dec. 14 at 2pm for a
Christmas Party in the fellowship hall.
Bring a dish/treat to share. Masks and
social distancing required.

Primrose Worship Team
Have a passion for serving those in
care centers? This team preaches and
leads worship services at Primrose
Retirement Community on College Dr
on various Wednesdays throughout
the year. Talk with Darcy Avery if
interested in joining this group of
worship leaders.

Threads of Love:
Crafting Guild
Knit, purl, tell stories and have
a great time with this group of
knitters, quilters and crafters.
This group meets every Tuesday
at 2 PM in-person in the Fellowship
Hall. Plus, bring a treat to share to the
Christmas Party on Dec. 14!

December 26
In Gratitude to Family & Friends
In honor of our family, UCC family, and friends
for all the love and support we have received
while fighting this cancer battle.
Sponsored by Bill & Maggie Demaree.

From the Deacons

Mayflower Circle

UCC Choir
by Camille Grothier

At our recent Deacon’s meeting, several issues were discussed. All
were in regard to keeping the spiritual life of the church vibrant and
current within the confines Covid has placed upon us all. We offer
an open invitation to anyone who has suggestions for us to consider
in development of new ways in which to enrich the community of
our church family. Greeters for Sunday mornings are still needed. If
you are able to help, please contact the church office. With this
year’s Advent theme of “Rooted in Love”, we encourage
participation in all events offered during this special time
of the year. Keep your eye on our weekly newsletter so
you don’t miss out on any of the opportunities available.
‘Til next month, stay safe and God Bless!

The choir meets on Wednesdays at 7
PM for rehearsal. All are welcome.
For more info, please contact choir
director Craig Devos at 701-226-3860.

Handbell Choir
Let’s ring in the new season! Practice is
on Sundays at 11:30 AM. Contact the
church office at 223-2915 with interest.
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by Amber Augustadt, Stewardship

Though we may not bring gold, frankincense, or myrrh, we offer our own
variety of gifts to put in action alongside God’s activity in the world. We are
blessed to have ministries like the UCC Christmas Fund for the Veterans of
the Cross and the Emergency Fund, which makes an immediate difference in
the lives of those who serve the church across the denomination.
The Christmas Fund offers a pension supplementation grant that provides additional funds to lower-income
retired UCC clergy and lay employees. The peace that accompanies these monthly grants cannot be quantified.
This and several other missions of the church are supported by the gifts we offer.
In 2020, gifts to the Christmas Fund enabled:
*Monthly pension supplementation for 276 retired clergy and lay employees
*Health benefits supplementation for 89 retired clergy and lay employees
*Emergency grants for 96 individuals and families
*Christmas “Thank You” gift checks to 504 retired clergy and lay employees
The assistance and connection provided by your gifts lets these servants of the church know that they are not
forgotten. Here are excerpts from just a few notes of appreciation that have been received:
From a retired pastor who received assistance to purchase hearing aids…
Thank you for the gift from the church. I had no idea such help was available, especially to that extent. It gladdens
my heart to know the church still cares. Sometimes, we don’t always get that affirmation while in the midst of
doing ministry. But, God is still speaking…to me. Thank you so much!
From a pastor’s spouse in North Carolina…
My husband and I thank you so very much for the ministerial assistance that was provided for us. It was so helpful
and took a lot of stress from us, so we could concentrate on my husband’s medical care and treatments. We never
thought we would need ministerial assistance, but believe me, we are thankful for our national church and all
those who give.
May we joyfully give in this season, with our gifts being used for God’s greater work in this world.

Holiday Cleaning Should Include Your Medicine Cabinet
Unused or expired prescription medications are a public safety issue, leading to accidental
poisoning, overdose, and abuse. Many teenagers abusing prescription drugs get them from
family and friends or home medicine cabinets. “Now is the time, to go through your house
and collect unused medication and properly dispose of them”, said Sue Kahler, Substance
Abuse Prevention Coordinator for Bismarck-Burleigh Public Health.
There are two ways to dispose of unused medications. One a designated “Take Back” location. Local
pharmacies or sheriff’s offices often have “Take Back Programs.” Another way is to use a medication
deactivation bag called “Deterra Bag.” The Dettera Bag can easily deactivate and dispose of pills, patches,
liquids, creams and films in three simple steps. One, place medication into the bag, second step fill it halfway
with water and wait 30 seconds and step three, seal, shake and dispose in trash. Once in the land fill, the bag
will dissolve completely leaving nothing behind. Bismarck UCC has a few bags on the table under the bulletin
board and if those run out, please call 701-355-1597 for Deterra bag, while supplies last.
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Youth News

Get Your Ornament!
Our Sunday School students have
been busy creating ornaments for
each church family. We invite you
to pick yours up on December 12th
after Sunday worship.
A big “Thank You” to our students
for spreading Christmas cheer!

Christmas Pageant
December 12, 2021
10 AM
Don’t miss the annual Christmas
Pageant! We are back in-person,
and look forward to sharing this
fun day with all of you during our
10 AM worship service.

Decorate the Christmas tree as a family
Set up a nativity scene together
Make an Advent Wreath for your home
Bake cookies and share with others
Collect coats, hats, and gloves for homeless
Prepare a meal for someone who lives alone
Sing Christmas carols together
Finish this sentence “To me, Christmas means…”

5
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Thank You to All who
Purchased Poinsettias
Given in Memory
Kirby & JoAnn Kruger …………………… Donna Doll
Keith Kruger
Doretta Reule ……………………………. Roger Reule
Carl & Elsie Koenig
Norman Koenig
John & Rachel Reule
Barb Koenig ………………………………… Barbara Crank Western
Wayne Western
Jerry Lydeen ……………………………….. Doris Lydeen
Tommy Zook &
Mike & Shelly Robertson …….…………. Harold & Joyce Zook
Harold Karch ………………………………. Violet Karch
Cindy Benjamin & Richard Lang ……… Esther Lang
Camille Grothier …………………………… Libby Mettler
Mary Stala
Darleen Cairn ………………………………. James Cairns
Steven Stack
Given in Honor
Camille Grothier …………………………… Mark Grothier
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Worship
Teams
Do you enjoy planning?
If you are interested in
learning more about
planning a worship service, we would
encourage you to contact us at
223-2915, or email Pastor Gretchen at
gretchen@uccbismarck.org.

To those of you who
shop online - don't
forget to make
Bismarck UCC your
charity of choice on
Amazon. If gift-giving
is your thing, there are
a few items we could use around the
church to enhance our mutual ministry:
25ft extension cord, a new paper cutter,
copy paper, first class stamps, and other
items which can be viewed on our
Amazon Charity List. To set up your
charity, visit
https://tinyurl.com/2rvupupk

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year
Happy Birthday to our beloved members and friends!
May God’s gift of life be a blessing to you and may your life be a blessing to others all year long.
03 Louise Zuern
17 Hadden Robinson
04 Camille Grothier
21 JD Tollefson
05 Erica Nitschke
21 Ben Patrie
11 Wade Schemmel
21 Marcia Patrie
13 Howard Etson
22 Stella Augustadt
14 Audrey Heinle
25 Penny Wilson
15 Laaden Dobitz
27 Justin Weil
17 Anthony Devos
30 Forest Durow
If we are missing your birthday and you would like to be on our birthday list, please contact the church office at 701-2232915.
*Please contact the church office or sign up in the narthex if you would like your birthday listed in the newsletter.

BISMARCK UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
“A Global Ministry Church”
www.uccbismarck.org

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday
1

5

2nd Sunday of Advent

6

10am Worship & Communion
10:20am Sunday School
11am Fellowship
11:30am Handbell Practice
12pm Online Fellowship
12 3rd Sunday of Advent

13

10am Worship &
Christmas Pageant
11am Fellowship
11am Primrose Team
11:30am Handbell Practice
19 4th Sunday of Advent

10am Worship
11am Fellowship
12pm Online Fellowship

2

Friday
3

Saturday
4

8:30am Bible Study

4pm Caffeine & X-ianity
6:30pm Bible Study
7pm Choir Practice
8pm Narcotics Anonymous

5:30pm Christian Ed

7

8

9

10

11

2pm Quilting/Knitting

4pm Caffeine & X-ianity
6:30pm Bible Study
7pm Choir Practice
8pm Narcotics Anonymous

14

15

16

17

18

2pm Threads of Love/
Mayflower Circle
Christmas Party

4pm Caffeine & X-ianity
6:30pm Bible Study
7pm Choir Practice
8pm Narcotics Anonymous

6pm Stewardship

22

23

8:30am Bible Study

8:30am Bible Study

6:30pm Deacons

20

10am Worship
10:20am Sunday School
11am Fellowship
11:30am Handbell Practice
12pm Online Fellowship
2pm Confirmation

26

Thursday

21

6pm Trustees

4pm Caffeine & X-ianity
7pm Choir Practice
8pm Narcotics Anonymous

28

29

2pm Quilting/Knitting

8pm Narcotics Anonymous

2pm Quilting/Knitting

27

Pastor Gretchen on vacation Dec. 26 — Jan. 5

24
8:30am Bible Study

25
Christmas Day

Christmas Eve
Worship 5:30 pm

30

31

Please contact Camille Grothier for pastoral care emergencies 425-4256

