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Bible Study: Hebrew Poetry 
We welcome guest teacher Brian 
Palecek on Jan. 9 and Jan. 23 at 6pm 
at Bismarck UCC. Join us in-person or 
online! Contact the church office for 
the Zoom link. 

Bearers of the Christ Light 
by Rev. Gretchen Deeg, Senior Pastor 

 The day of Christmas is past, but the season of Christmas lingers with us. 
According to the calendar, it lingers until Epiphany on January 6, when 
we recall the wise ones who traveled from afar bringing gifts to the now 
toddler Jesus. However, even though the day of Christmas is past and 
the season will soon come to an end, the light of Christ never diminishes. 
In fact, Epiphany is the celebration that the light keeps getting brighter, 
not just for a single group of people, but for all people everywhere. 
Howard Thurman captured it well in this poem. 
 

The Work of Christmas 
by Howard Thurman 

When the song of the angels is stilled, 
When the star in the sky is gone, 

When the kings and princes are home, 
When the shepherds are back with their flock, 

The work of Christmas begins: 
 

To find the lost, 
To heal the broken, 
To feed the hungry, 

To release the prisoner, 
To rebuild the nations, 

To bring peace among brothers, 
To make music in the heart. 

 

The lost, broken, hungry, and imprisoned are among us. We are called 
by Christ to be bearers of light to them. In fact, Jesus believes so fully in 
his followers that he says, “who believes in me will also do the works that 
I do and, in fact, will do greater works than these” (John 14:12). Christ 
knows we can find the lost, heal the broken, release the prisoner, rebuild 
nations, bring peace among all people, and make music in every heart. 
Who are we to doubt that? So dream big this year. Bigger than you ever 
have before. For you are bearers of the Christ light. Happy New Year! 

Annual Meeting – Jan. 29 
Pick up the Annual Reports starting on 
January 15. This year’s annual meeting 
is scheduled for Sunday, Jan. 29 at 11 
am and includes a free-will luncheon 
and quilt reveal! 

United Church of Christ 
Bismarck-Mandan Area 

Worship with us every Sunday at 10 AM in-person or at www.uccbismarck.org/worship 

MLK Event – Jan. 16 
Join our church at the MLK event on 
Jan. 16 at 6:30pm hosted at Trinity 
Lutheran Church this year. 
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Vision Statement 
Adopted January 2016 

The Bismarck-Mandan UCC 
is a thriving church transforming our 
lives and community: 

“Where we can bring our personal needs and struggles and 
count on support from our church family—which is the loving 
family we all deserve. “ 
 
Part of being a loving family is creating positive memories 
together. Last month, we filled the hallways with Christmas 
carols at Edgewood Village and Haycreek Lodge. It was a 
joyous time not only for our members, but for everyone who 
joined us in singing and received our carols! 

Greetings UCC Bismarck, 

Happy New Year!  The start of a new year is always exciting as it is full of possibility and opportunities. However, the 
older I get the more I realize how fast the years go and how easy it is to take for granted the time you have. Psalm 90:12 
says, “So teach us to number our days that we may get a heart of wisdom.” As you make plans for the coming year take 
time to number the days and appreciate each one you have.   

At the last council meeting the council discusses changes to our COVID policies, ways to address the shortfall in the 
church’s 2023 budget and continued the discussion about identifying a primary partner for the church in 2023. Since 
Charles Hall closed their residential programming, the church has had a gap in this area that needs to be filled. The 
council’s hope is to identify this primary partner early in 2023.   

As we look to a new year, I ask that each of you to reflect on your faith/ church life and what you want to do differently 
in 2023? For me I need to be more consistent in my tithing to the church. Maybe for you it’s joining a committee, 
attending Bible study, volunteering to be a reader in church or calling our elderly and shut-in members regularly to 
check-in. There are many ways to be involved and your talents and wisdom are much needed.  

In closing, as we look to another year, I was reminded in my devotional recently that a new year is also about renewing 
old commitments like family, marriage, faith and friendship. So, before you make grand resolutions, reflect on your 
foundational commitments. How can you nurture those with your daily habits? These little habits and daily 
commitments are what walking the Christian faith is all about.   

 

Council Corner 
by Carly Retterath, Moderator  

LIVING OUR VISION HIGHLIGHT 

 Where all are unconditionally welcomed, 
affirmed, accepted and loved; 

 Where the good in every person is recognized 
and their talents are encouraged to be shared; 

 Where children, youth, and adults learn that 
God is love and all are welcome to freely 
explore spirituality in a safe and nurturing 
environment; 

 Where we can bring our personal needs and 
struggles and count on support from our 
church family – which is the loving family we all 
deserve; 

 Where powerful messages inspire and 
challenge us to be caring and compassionate to 
all – in our church, community, and world, 
seeking opportunities to put our faith into 
action with courage to go beyond what we 
think we can do; 

 Where we embrace the still-speaking God and 
live in today’s world. 
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Gratitude for Your Giving 
by Pamela Clark-Stein, Stewardship & Mission 

 

On November 13, members of our church joined together virtually and in 
person for a special worship service. It was Consecration Sunday and the 
opportunity to participate in financial stewardship to honor, support and 
advance the mission of the UCC.  
 

I want to express gratitude from each member of the Stewardship & 
Mission Committee to all of you who made a financial commitment 
during the pledge drive for 2023. The final numbers are yet to be 
confirmed for total pledges and total dollars pledged. However, we do 
have reason to be grateful for increased pledges and to count our 
blessings for next year. You will get a report on this at the UCC Annual 
Meeting on January 29th.  
 

The pledge drive is extra special this time around. The beautiful 
handmade quilt will be ready for all to see at the annual meeting — and 
participate in a silent auction in hopes of becoming the proud owner of 
this quilt. The quilt features special messages and drawings from the 
youth of our church and pieced together by the hands and hearts of the 
UCC’s talented quilters. What a lasting, one-of-a-kind keepsake for the 
person who makes the highest bid on the quilt! The money raised from 
the silent auction will be donated to the 2023 general fund.   
 

There are more special activities planned for next year, to spread the fun 
and fellowship while ramping up efforts for financial stewardship. One of 
these activities is a special painting party before Easter to help raise 
monies to cover the remaining painting costs of the church exterior. I  

promise you it will be fun and maybe even 
uncover some hidden artistic talents. 
Everyone is invited, including the very 
young and all the “young at heart.” Stay 
tuned for more details on this colorful, 
creative, and collaborative painting party.  

 

We also plan to introduce the “Giving Plate” at the annual meeting. It’s 
another way for us to pass kindness and caring on from member to 
member — according to no specific schedule — 
but rather at any time to let another church 
member or family know we’re thinking of them.  
 

“The plate has no real owner. Its journey 
never ends. It travels on a spontaneous path 
to neighbors … family … friends. That’s what 
the Giving Plate is for!” 

 
“As each has received a gift, use it to serve one 

another, 
as good stewards of God’s varied grace.” – 1 Peter 4:10 

East Timor Education Fund $      340          
Charles Hall Institute  $      140 
Our Church’s Wider Mission $   2,614 
One Great Hour of Sharing $      892 
Strengthen the Church  $      210 
Neighbors in Need   $      990 
The Christmas Fund  $      585 
      

Total Shared Ministry  $   5,771 
 
 

FINANCIAL STATUS 

SUPPORT OF OUR 
MISSION PARTNERS IN 2022 

January 1 to November 30, 2022 
 

Revenue 
General Offerings 
Actual =  $  128,365 
 

Other Income (Dedicated, Earned) 
Actual =  $    19,460 
 

Expenses 
Actual =  $  163,553 
 

Total Revenue = $  147,825 
Total Expenses = $  163,553 
NET ACTIVITY = $  (15,728) 

Paint Update 
We’re over halfway to 
covering the costs of the 
necessary repainting of the 
church building. Thank you 
to all who have donated so 
far! The total cost to repaint 
the church and shed was 
$9,800. As of mid-
December, we received 
$5,954 to cover the painting 
cost, but need your help 
raising the remaining 
$3,846. To donate, write 
“Paint Project” on your 
check. 
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Monday Evening Bible Study 

Using video clips from The Bible 
Project, this class is for both entry-
level and experienced Bible readers. 
Brian Palecek is joining us as a guest 
instructor on Hebew Poetry Jan. 9 & 
23. Meets on Mondays (Jan. 9, 23, and 
30) at 6 pm in-person and online. 
 

Caffeine & Christianity 
A group of middle & high school 
youth. Gathers on Wednesdays at 
6 pm for conversation and fun. See 
page 6 for upcoming events. 
 

Friday Morning Bible Study 

A group for the lectionary lovers! This 
dedicated group meets every Friday at 
8:30 am in the church library to study 
the weekly scripture reading and 
fellowship. All are welcome. 
 

Sunday School 

Classes for the youngest kids to 
middle school aged are held on 
Sundays at 10:20 am. See the youth 
page for details. 

 

Confirmation 
A program for our 7th – 12th grade 
spiritual explorers. Meets twice a 
month on Sundays from 2 - 3:30 pm. 
Already confirmed youth are welcome 
to continue attending. Contact Pastor 
Gretchen if you are interested in 
affirming your faith. 
 

Have an idea for a class? Contact 
Pastor Gretchen (223-2915) or 
Christian Ed with your ideas. 
 

Ongoing Classes 

Just For Fun 
Thursday Game Nights 

Dust off your board games and join 
others from the general public and our 
church for the UCC hosted game 
night. The games begin the first 
Thursday of every month at 7 pm. 
Bring board games and a snack to 
share, if you wish. Next game nights: 
Jan. 5 & Feb. 2. 

Playing Small 
by Bill Patrie, Friday Bible Study participant 

 

"Your playing small does not serve the world. There is nothing 
enlightened about shrinking so that other people will not feel insecure 
around you. We are all meant to shine, as children do. It is not just in 

some of us; it is in everyone, and as we let our light shine, we 
unconsciously give others permission to do the same. As we are 

liberated from our fear, our presence automatically liberates others." 
― Marianne Williamson 

 

Many years ago I shared this quote in the Friday Bible reading with Doc 
Wilson. I thought of it again last month during our Bible Study discussion of 
how we see ourselves. Nelson Mandela used this quote in a speech when he 
was inaugurated as president of South Africa after spending many years in 
prison. Recently the country of Croatia advanced to the semifinal round of 
the World Cup in soccer. When interviewed about the game just played, one 
of the players said “Croatia is a little country-but we play big.” 
 

To me, the believers that gather to read the Bible on Friday mornings, and 
many other times in thousands of locations throughout the world, are a tiny 
percentage of the world’s population. But what we believe in is actually a 
very powerful idea, that liberates people from meaninglessness, selfishness, 
and empowers believers to play big in making the world a better place for all 
the creatures and the planet earth. 
 

In his book The Fifth Discipline Peter Senge describes people as becoming 
prisoners of their current reality. To escape that prison, people express the 
things they hope for, that combined vision for the future, deeply held and 
honestly shared, is a powerful force that changes the current reality—long 
after the original dreamers have died. We have inherited that 
vision/dream. Elements of that dream are in the Lord’s Prayer—the 
Kingdom of God on earth. In that dream we all have enough to eat, and we 
are forgiving and accepting and we have been delivered from evil. Beyond 
the ancient scriptures but with their help, we can know the difference 
between Good and Evil, and then we set about doing the good. We might 
be small in number but we have gotten ahold of a very big idea. We don’t 
need to play small about it!  
 

Haycreek Lodge News 
by Darcy Avery, Haycreek Lodge Coordinator 

 

Happy New Year. With the start of the new year, 16 services opened for 
our five ministers to assign themselves into the 2023 schedule. I was 
amazed at how easily and eagerly they found their spots. Services occur 
the first and fifth Wednesday of each month. It is a win-win situation for 
the ministers and residents. One resident commented to me last service 
that she can't get out to church. She relies on our church service. Each 
resident has something positive to share with us. This is a beautiful faith-
based community. Our ministers for this year (so far) are Dale Carmen, Ken 
Trana, Camille Grothier, Marcia Lerberg, and Frank Picard. Darcy Avery 
plays keyboard. If you wish to become part of our ministry, please contact 
one of us. You are WELCOME to join us.  
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Ministry & 
Fellowship Groups 

Did You Know? 
 

Bismarck UCC accepts electronic donations through your bank's bill 
pay and Paypal via the church website (www.uccbismarck.org/donate). 
You can make recurring and lump sum donations through both 
methods. We encourage you to use whichever method works best for 
you. However, if you aren't sure which to use, we suggest donating 
through your bank's bill pay. Banks typically do not charge an 
administrative fee for bill pay and they give you more options for 
changing your donation amounts as the years go by.  Paypal charges 
an administrative fee of 2.2% + $0.30 per transaction and requires you 
to set up new recuring payments every time you want to make a 
change in the amount. 
 

Whether you donate by dropping your offering in the offering box, 
mail it in through the post office, use your 
bank's bill pay, or donate through Paypal, 
your offerings are what make the ministry 
of Bismarck UCC possible.  All of our 
worship services, fellowship opportunities, 
service projects, Bible studies, children 
and youth activities, and pastoral care 
happen because of your donations. 
Thank you! 
 

      UCC Choir 

Choir has begun singing in worship 
and what a beautiful addition to 
the worship experience. The choir 
would happily welcome anybody 
who is interested in joining. The 
choir meets for practice on 
Wednesday evenings at 7:00 pm 

 
   Mayflower Circle 
Mayflower Circle leads various 
ministries throughout the year 
including funeral luncheons, 
annual rummage sale, numerous 
fundraisers, and others. Contact 
Jane Thomson to learn more. 

 
   Threads of Love 
Knit, quilt, tell stories, and have a 
great time with this group of 
crafters. Bring your own project, 
knit a prayer shawl to be blessed 
and gifted to another, or focus on 
your quilting. All are welcome to 
come join us at our Tuesday 
gatherings from 1 to 3 pm, or 
later. Experience or participation 
sewing, quilting, knitting, crafting, 
crocheting, are NOT required—we 
LOVE to fellowship with any and 
all. Hope to see you soon! 

 
      Haycreek Team 
Have a passion for serving those in 
care centers?  This team preaches 
and leads worship services at 
Haycreek Lodge Retirement 
Community on College Dr on 
various Wednesdays throughout 
the year. Talk with Darcy Avery 
with interest in joining this group 
of worship leaders. 
 

Thank You for Sponsoring a Sunday! 
 

December 25 – A very Merry Christmas! 
 

Don Ronsberg is a dedicated member of the 
Friday Bible Study and the artist of the mural of 
Jerusalem in the basement. We are so blessed by 
his thoughtful and gentle soul and his deep faith. 

 
*It’s easy to Sponsor a Sunday by calling the church at 701-223-2915 or visiting 
www.uccbismarck.org/donate. Sponsorships are $500. Most Sundays in 2023 
are currently available for sponsorship. 

about:blank
about:blank
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 Youth & Young at Heart News 

Ornaments 

 

Confirmation 
Class & Service 
 

Sundays from 2 PM – 3:30 PM 
 

Confirmation is open to all youth grades 7th – 12th. Already 
confirmed youth are also welcome to attend and further 
develop their faith knowledge. 
 
Confirmation meets twice a month on Sunday afternoons 
and incorporates a mix of education, games, and service 
opportunities. 
 
Our upcoming class & service project dates are: 
 

Jan. 15 – Class 
Class from 2pm – 3:30pm at Bismarck UCC 

 
Jan. 29 – UCC Annual Meeting 
Attend UCC Worship at 10 am & 

UCC Annual Meeting at 11 am (lunch provided) 
 

 

Youth Group: 
Caffeine & Christianity 

 

Who: All Middle & High School Youth 
What: Games, Snacks, Conversation, Service Projects 
When: Wednesdays at 6pm (Jan. 11, 18, 25) 
Where:  Bismarck UCC (1200 E Highland Acres Rd, Bismarck) 

 

A big thank you to the Youth, Sunday 
School kids, and their teachers for 
putting together this year’s limited 
edition UCC Christmas ornaments. They 
are very creatively decorated trees and 
stars.  

There are still a few left, so if you didn’t 
get yours you may come to the church 
and get them from the basket in the 
narthex. 

Sunday School 

We will have family worship on the first 

Sunday of every month and we will be 

holding  Sunday School at 10:20am on: 

Jan. 8   

Jan. 15 

Jan. 22 

Jan. 29 

Also, big news for Sunday School! We 

have outgrown the upstairs classrooms. 

Moving forward we will be holding 

Sunday School in the basement where we 

have more space for all of our children. 

 



UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST BISMARCK, ND | JANUARY 2023        7 

 

    

Happy Birthday to our beloved members and friends! 
May God’s gift of life be a blessing to you and may your life be a blessing to others all year long. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

                              
If we are missing your birthday and you would like to be on our birthday list, please contact the church office at 701-223-
2915. 

 
 
 

*Please contact the church office or sign up in the narthex if you would like your birthday listed in the newsletter. 

08   Diane Heidrich 
09   Casey Devos 
11   Carol Prince 
16   Dave Archer 
18   Ross Tolstedt 
20  Jeanne Kolberg 
21  Jeff Benson 
 

24   Dawn Archer 
27   Herbert C. Ritz 
27   Sheila Schmidt 
28   Dan Domagala 
28   Eunice Toman 
29   Darcy Avery 

Unusual Evangelist~2023 
Synod Keynoter 

by Hans Holznagel | Published on Nov. 8, 2022 in UCC News 
 

The keynote speaker has been named for the United Church of 
Christ’s 2023 General Synod. She’s a Lutheran minister described 
by one national news service as “a former standup comedian and 
recovering alcoholic with a streak of dark humor.” 
 

Another news outlet noted her “unusual form of evangelism,” 
which “may be the only kind that can break through the crust of 
dislike and suspicion which insulates increasing numbers of 
younger Americans from Christianity.” 
 

As for herself, the Rev. Nadia Bolz-Weber says she’s someone 
who “always sits in the corner with the other weirdoes.” 
 

A best-selling author and the founding pastor of Denver’s House 
for All Sinners & Saints, Bolz-Weber will speak Saturday, July 1, 
during the UCC’s biennial national meeting at the Indiana 
Convention Center in Indianapolis. 
 

Registration will open in late January at the General Synod 
website. Registered visitors, like all delegates, will have access to 
the keynote as well as the Synod’s many exhibits and business 
sessions, June 30–July 4. 

------------------ 
Anyone is invited to attend the UCC General Synod with Pastor Gretchen, who is serving 

as a delegate for the Northern Plains Conference. You can find more information at 
https://generalsynod.org/ 

 
Feb. 11 – Banquet 
A great opportunity to be a part of the 
community and serve those who are less 
fortunate. 
 

Feb. 22 – Ash Wednesday 
This will mark the beginning of Lent and 
our Lenten worship. 
 

Feb. 25 – Interfaith Potluck 
This will be held from 11:30am-2pm at the 
Muslim Community Center. 
 

Oct. 13-14 – NPC Gathering at Camp 
of the Cross 
More details will be coming your way 
soon! 

about:blank


Sunday 
Sunday 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 
10am Worship & 
Communion 
11am Fellowship 
12pm Online 
           Fellowship 

2 3 

1pm Quilting/Knitting 

4 

7pm Choir Practice 
8pm Narcotics Anonymous 

5 

7pm Game Night 

6 

8:30am Bible Study 

7

8 
10am Worship 
11am Fellowship 
12pm Online 
          Fellowship 

9

6pm Bible Study 

10 
              

1pm Quilting/Knitting 

6:15 Christian Ed 

11 

6pm Caffeine & X-ianity 
7pm Choir Practice 
8pm Narcotics Anonymous 

12 13

8:30am Bible Study 

14 

15
10am Worship 
11am Fellowship 
12pm Online 
          Fellowship 
2pm Confirmation 

16

6:30pm MLK Event 
at 
         Trinity 
Lutheran 
7pm League of 
Women 
          Readers 

17

1pm Quilting/Knitting 

6pm Trustees 

18 

6pm Caffeine & X-ianity 
6pm Stewardship 
7pm Choir Practice 
8pm Narcotics Anonymous 

19 20 

8:30am Bible Study 

21 

22
10am Worship 
11am Fellowship 
12pm Online 
Fellowship 

23 

6pm Bible Study 

24

1pm Quilting/Knitting 

6pm Council 

25 

6pm Caffeine & X-ianity 
7pm Choir Practice 
8pm Narcotics Anonymous 

26 27 

8:30am Bible Study 

28 

29 
ANNUAL MEETING 

10am Worship 
11am Annual 
Meeting/Luncheon 

2pm Confirmation 

30 

6pm Bible Study 

31 

10am NPC Clergy 
            Gathering 

1pm Quilting/Knitting 

BISMARCK UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
“A Global Ministry Church” 
www.uccbismarck.org 

Rev. Deeg on vacation thru Jan. 4. For pastoral care, contact Camille Grothier at 701-425-4256. 

Office Closed 


